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In a spurt of emotionalism I told Kamaraj: "To oppose Kazhagam
rule for the next five years, should I join the Congress Party?"

Kamaraj laughed and replied: "You remain as you are and do what
you are doing. There is no need for any hurry about it."

I too became calm.

Had I gone on the campaign trail and carried on propaganda in
support of the Congress because it was the party in power? Did I
believe that after its victory at the polls, I could stay aloof from poli-
tics but still live and prosper under the patronage of those in power?
Why had I been so cautious and particular about making it clear that
I was not a Congressman? So that I could, if the Congress suffered
defeat, say: "I told you so!", wash my hands off, and slink away?
No, no, never!

"But if at this time of their great defeat despite wide support among
the people, I leave my Congress friends and retire into my shell, the
latter can justifiably think such thoughts," I mused. I continued
to carry on intensive propaganda work in support of the Congress.

People felt keenly the absence of vigorous nationalist journals that
would respond fittingly to the vociferous propaganda of the DMK.
E.V.K. Sampath told me: "We can now start and run a good
Tamil daily, if you will agree to accept the responsibility of editing it."
I remained, calm as usual. Several other nationalist friends told me
that such a nationalist daily was an urgent necessity in view of the
existing political climate. Sampath discussed the matter with great
intensity with me on several occasions. I consulted Thalaivar
[Leader] Kamaraj about the matter. He too acknowledged that a
new, nationalist paper was needed. He asked me about the financial
aspects of the project. I replied that I knew nothing about that side
of the project and that Sampath had assumed the responsibility.
At that time Sampath enjoyed Kamaraj's confidence; his prestige
stood high among young Congressmen,

On independence day, 1967, in the wake of a massive defeat,
Jayaberigai [The Victory Drum] was born, booming its call to
victory.

NOTE
1On E.V.K. Sampath see Chapter 10, Note 2.